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September 2016 Newsletter

GPSEN connects diverse organizations across the greater Portland region
in a collaborative network that multiplies our collective capacity
to educate for a more sustainable future.
Educate ~ Empower ~ Engage

GPSEN News
Happy September, GPSEN partners and friends!
Autumn is peeking around the corner and fall planning is in full bore. Always an
exciting time.
To add to the excitement, we have a new addition to our
community! Please help us welcome Board Member Nick
Pasquale's new daughter, Luna Pasquale, to the world.
Often, we need motivation to do this important work.
Focusing on our children helps. So, join us in dedicating
this month's newsletter and events to Luna, in an effort to
protect the planet and our communities for the sake of our
children, now and in the future.
To advance these efforts, please take a moment to become a formal partner of our
network. From events and trainings to outreach and internships, GPSEN
strengthens our region's ability to build capacity and hope through formal and
nonformal sustainability education.
In addition, be sure to sign up for NWEI's EcoChallenge. You can join our GPSEN
team or create one of your own.
Cheers to life and being part of a thriving community!

Interested in having your event, news, or resources in our newsletter?
Share them with the GPSEN community via our submission form.
If you have questions, please contact contact@gpsen.org.
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GPSEN Events
Sustainability Social
Thursday, September 29
4:30 pm - 7:30 pm
One North Courtyard
3510 N. Vancouver, Portland, OR.
We are excited to host our first annual Sustainability Social. The party and
networking event kicks off the new school year and highlights the great work of our
community partners, with an emphasis on the CENTER and their coalition of
community organizations in North Portland. Enjoy live music, refreshments, ice
cream, tabling, speakers, and a great chance to network.
The Sustainability Social is also a fundraiser for our GPSEN
Youth Network. Led by a dynamic group of high school
students, our Youth Network invites you to experience the
"Taste of Sustainability." Developed in collaboration with
"What's the Scoop?" ice cream shop, you get the chance to
be the first to try this new flavor!
Don't miss this glistening globe of basil-mint ice cream, with blueberry swirls,
marshmallow clouds, and flecks of hazelnut toffee and dark chocolate. Imagine the
world as a glistening globe of basil-mint ice cream, with blueberry swirls,
marshmallow clouds, and flecks of hazelnut brittle and dark chocolate. For just $9,
you can buy a pint of the “Taste of Sustainability” or four other delicious flavors and
have a scoop of local, sustainable goodness.
To purchase, make checks out to GPSEN or go to www.gpsen.org and click on Buy
Ice Cream.

NWEI EcoChallenge
Registration for the EcoChallenge has started! The
EcoChallenge will take place October 14 - 28 and will surely
inspire you to take actions for Earth and our communities.
GPSEN is hosting another team this year and we would love
to have you join our team. We are really proud of NWEI and
our shared UNU-IAS Outstanding Flagship Project for
Community Engagement award for last year's efforts. It is an
amazing program and definitely worth your time. If you
choose not to join our team, you might consider creating your own to support
individual actions and team-building efforts for your organization or business.
For more details click here.

Community Events

Investing in a Green Future
September 7
5:00 - 7:00 pm
McMenamins Rock Creek Tavern
10000 NW Old Cornelius Pass Road, Hillsboro
Three measures appearing on the ballot this November are of particular interest to
many of our partners and friends. Now is the time to step up and take action! Join us
for presentations about:
A measure to create a permanent funding base for the Tualatin Soil and Water
Conversation District, that will support programs to improve air, water and soil
quality, community education programs, and healthy habitats by removing
invasive species.
Measure 26-178, Protect Our Natural Areas, preserves our region’s legacy of
protecting natural areas and water quality, restoring fish and wildlife, and
connecting people with nature. Voters in the Metro region will be asked to
renew the 2013 parks and natural areas levy this November, helping to protect
17,000 acres of parks, trails and natural areas without raising taxes. The levy
supports Metro's Nature in Neighborhoods program.
Measure 99, Outdoor School for All, will give every Oregon fifth and sixthgraders a hands-on week of science-based, outdoor education to get kids off
their screens, build self-confidence and self-reliance, strengthen leadership
and collaborative skills, and connect them with Oregon’s great outdoors.
The Intertwine Alliance is hosting a gathering to celebrate this work and set a
direction for success. Please join us for an evening of fun, learning and
strategizing! There'll be hors d'oeuvres, wine/beer, loads of important campaign
information, and plenty of time to socialize.
For more info or to RSVP click here!

Behavioral Insights: Lessons from the Field - Happy Hour
September 27
5:30 - 7:30 pm
McMenamins Ringler's Pub 1332 W. Burnside
(side room @ 14th & Burnside)
Portland, OR 97209
Connect with other Portland professionals interested in influencing behaviors for
greater social and environmental good. Hear lessons learned from Alta Planning +
Design staff's experience designing, implementing and measuring programs
designed to reduce drive-alone trips and increase walking, bike and transit use.
Organized by Behavioral Insights Group PDX (BIGpdx), a Portland area forum for
professionals interested in sharing successful behavior change techniques,
especially within the environmental and health fields. Presentations are short, about
10-15 minutes each, with plenty of time for Q&A. Event is no-host.

For more information and to register (for free) click here.

Washington County Summit (Intertwine Alliance)
Monday, October 3
1:00 - 6:00 pm
Portland Community College
Rock Creek Campus Event Center
17705 NW Springville Road, Portland, OR
The Intertwine Alliance continues its 2016 series of county summits with Investing
in Nature for Healthier Communities. The summit will look at the many angles on
how nature keeps our communities thriving. It'll be a chance to find out about the
range of efforts going on in the county supporting this vision, along with ways to
connect your organization or programs to the work.

Former Kaiser Permanente pediatrician and Intertwine Alliance Board Member, Dr.
Phil Wu will give a keynote address about the latest evidence supporting naturebased positive health outcomes. An Innovation Cafe will inspire with projects going
on in the county that are coming up with creative solutions to long-standing
challenges. And, as always, there'll be a social hour to connect with peers and new
individuals/groups interested in working collaboratively in our region.
Please register by Wednesday, September 28.

Classes, Workshops & Conferences
Webinar: NOAA Climate Stewards
Tuesday, September 6
4:30 - 6:00 pm
You don’t have to be a professional scientist to contribute to our understanding of
Earth’s climate. Much of what we know about weather and climate is thanks to the
involvement of the public. Thomas Jefferson maintained an almost unbroken record
of weather observations between 1776 and 1816, and George Washington took his
last observation just a few days before he died. Today, there are many opportunities
to study climate through citizen science, a form of open collaboration where
members of the public participate in the scientific process to address real-world
issues. These opportunities provide authentic learning experiences for their
participants and stimulate a conservation ethic. In this presentation I'll present some
of the leading projects available for you to join. For more information about the
Climate Stewards program click here. To register click here.
If you missed last month's NOAA webinar: Climate Change Education: Bridging
Learning to Know and Learning to Do, presented by Kristen Iverson Poppleton,
Education Director of Generation Climate, you can watch an archive of it. Check out
all our webinar archives and education resources from 2013 through June 2016 on
the NOAA Climate Stewards Google Archive Web Site. Want to receive updates on

climate change related professional development opportunities, free climate change
educational resources and communicate with over 900 formal and informal
educators across the country working to effect climate literacy and engage students
and their communities in active stewardship? Sign up for our interactive listserve
today!

Webinar: Campus Sustainability Month
Wednesday, September 7
12:00 - 1:30 pm
Get prepared for October's Campus Sustainability Month by registering to attend a
webinar where participants will gain ideas and find inspiration for how to engage and
inspire incoming students and other campus stakeholders to become sustainability
leaders. Presenters from University of Massachusetts Amherst, the ALL IN Campus
Democracy Challenge, University of Washington and University of North Florida will
share examples for how campuses can participate, lessons learned and suggestions
to leverage this international event.
For more information and to register click here.

ISSP Course: SPaRK Sustainability Plan and Reporting Kit
Wednesdays, September 7, 14, 21, 28
9:00 - 10:30 am
When it's time for your business to come up with a plan to improve sustainability
across your operations, where do you start? How can you create a comprehensive
sustainability plan that has a method of reporting progress built right in? ISSP's
September course will walk participants through the SPaRK method of sustainability
planning for businesses and other organizations.
Taught by author, consultant, and ISSP co-founder
Marsha Willard, the workshop will cover initial
business justifications for pursuing a sustainability
plan, how to conduct an impact assessment in order
to formulate a plan, and how to develop metrics and
an easy reporting system. Participants will be
provided with a trial version of the SPaRK tool, and
will graduate with their own draft sustainability plan.
This course is a great resource for sustainability
consultants, officers, and anyone looking to build and
report on sustainability initiatives.
ISSP is revamping our course model to enable access for more members. As part of
this effort, members can enroll in the SPaRK course for only $30! Learn more and
register today.

Being a Naturalist in the Life of a Child
Wednesday, September 21
10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Center for Philanthropy, Bamboo Room (Third Floor)
221 NW Second Avenue. Portland, OR 97209

Celebrate Fall by exploring how you can serve as a naturalist in the life of a child.
You'll learn about the influences that disconnect children from nature and how you,
the adult naturalist, can nurture a child’s connection to nature.
To register and learn more, click here.

Webinar: Environmental Ed in the Every Student Succeeds
Act
Wednesday, September 28
12:00 pm PT
Join us for the September edition of the North American Association for
Environmental Education (NAAEE) monthly webinar series: Bringing New Ideas and
Innovation to the Field of EE. NAAEE's Director of Advocacy and Affiliate Relations,
Sarah Bodor, will speak about the Every Student Succeeds Act and opportunities it
provides for the field of EE. Register now and we will send you the recording if you
are not able to make it!

EEAO Environmental Education Conference
September 28 - 30
Suttle Lake Camp
Sisters, Oregon
The Environmental Education Association of Oregon (EEAO) is hosting their annual
conference. This year's theme is: "Enhancing Our Communities Through
Environmental Education." It should be a really inspiring few days in nature with
colleagues from around the state.
Topics include: Community Science; Technology and Environmental
Education; School Gardens and Farm to School; Best Practices; Global Climate
Change - A Local Look; Staying Current with Existing/Emerging
Standards/Legislation; Watershed Education; and Creating Partnerships - Regional
Collaborations Efforts.
Cost: Early bird rate of $260 through 8/15 includes lodging, all meals, a special
dinner event on Thursday, EEAO membership, recreation opportunities, and more.
Scholarships are available and discounts for students and seniors, as well as a dayrate for teachers. For more information visit the conference website and consider
becoming a sponsor.

GoGreen Portland Conference
September 9 Early Bird Registration Deadline
Wednesday, October 5 Conference
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, with a reception at 5:00 pm

2 World Trade Center - 3rd Floor
25 SW Salmon Street, Portland, OR 97205
Now in its ninth year, GoGreen Portland has established itself as the largest regional
conference for business and government decision-makers to come together for one
day to gain solutions, strategies, tools and connections to advance sustainability best
practices in our organizations and communities.
Join GPSEN at GoGreen to further your sustainability knowledge via in-depth
plenaries and sessions all showcasing the latest in sustainable best practices for the
public and private sector. Featuring regionally targeted content and recognized
community leaders, the GoGreen Portland Conference program includes a full
track dedicated to clean technology and energy innovation and another focused
on equity and diversity issues.
As a sponsor of the GoGreen Conference, GPSEN can offer a 30% registration
discount to partners in our network. The Early Bird Sale ends September 9, so don't
delay. To receive your GPSEN discount of 30% off, register here. Or you can
volunteer to get a $25 discounted rate.
For more information about the conference click here.

ISSP Course: Sustaining Sustainability
Wednesdays - October 5, 12, 19, 26
10:00 - 11:30 am
A Sustainability Management System (SMS) allows for systematic internal review,
monitoring and corrective actions for continual improvement. Management systems
are the key to ongoing progress and embedding best practices. An SMS
(sustainability management system) allows for systematic internal review, monitoring
and corrective actions for continual improvement.
ISSP's course will walk you through the creation of such a system to fit your needs.
You don't need a third-party certified ISO 14001 management system to benefit from
the Plan-Do-Check-Act framework. You will learn what level of sophistication works
best for you and what elements to add as your system matures.
For more information click here.

AASHE Conference & Expo
October 9 - 12
Baltimore, Maryland
The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE)
is pleased to announce that registration for the 2016 AASHE Conference &
Expo. With a theme of “Beyond the Campus,” AASHE 2016 focuses on the

dissemination and implementation of sustainability solutions on higher education
campuses, surrounding communities, and the world.
Join us as we bring together campus change agents who are motivated to lead the
global sustainability movement. More than 2,300 attendees will take part in a variety
of informative workshops, inspirational sessions, and tours, as well as an expo hall
with innovative products and services from more than 90 exhibitors. This is an
opportunity to share new ideas, strategies, and tactics on how we can implement
campus sustainability initiatives in the surrounding community and beyond.
For more information click here.

NAAEE Conference: From Inspiration to Impact
October 19 - 22 Conference
October 18 - 19 Research Symposium
We're excited to be heading to Madison, Wisconsin for our 45th annual North
American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) conference and 13th
annual Research Symposium, working in partnership with the Wisconsin Association
for Environmental Education.
Our conference will link powerful stories of innovation and success in EE from
around the world with how environmental education builds community and creates
purposeful change. We will celebrate the ways in which our work inspires people of
all ages and backgrounds to connect with nature, contribute to healthy environments
and empowered communities, and shape a more sustainable future.

For more information click here.

Jobs, Internships & Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer Farm Educator
Thursday, September 8 or
Friday, September 9 (training)
The Sauvie Island Center is seeking passionate volunteer educators for this fall
season. On a field trip to the Sauvie Island Center, elementary school students from
around the Portland area visit a working farm, participate in hands-on outdoor
science lessons, and discover where their food comes from. Educators are asked to
commit to at least five field trip days between September and November. For more
information and to apply click here.

Job: Eco-School Network Coordinator
The Center for Earth Leadership’s mission is to train and support citizens who wish

to assume a greater leadership role
in creating an ecologically
sustainable future. Our Eco-School
Network Program supports parents
advancing sustainable practices at
school. The Eco-School Network
Coordinator (40 hours/week) works
closely on a team of two with CoFounder Jeanne Roy, the Director of
the ESN Program, in our overall
efforts to (1) recruit, train, and
support parent agents of change, (2)
sustain the health of the Portland and
Beaverton ESNs, and (3) form other ESNs in the greater Portland area.
For more information click here.

Job: Sustainability Analyst (PCC)
Portland Community College is recruiting for an enthusiastic, analytically-minded
individual to join the college’s district sustainability team and advance the
department’s important work. Under the direction of the Sustainability Manager, the
Sustainability Analyst collects data and performs statistical analysis of sustainability
indicators for current programs to determine their effectiveness and progress toward
stated objectives. The position supports department leadership in researching new
and proposed programs, projecting sustainability outcomes and determining overall
program feasibility. The Sustainability Analyst reports results to varied audiences and
represents the college and program at events, conferences and meetings. This
position also assists the Sustainability Manager with a variety of district-wide projects
and programs and plays a leadership role in implementing future initiatives in line
with the college’s Climate Action Plan and Strategic Plan.
Apply immediately; this position will close once sufficient qualified applications have
been received. For full details click here.

Volunteer: Hands on Greater Portland
Hands On Greater Portland connects individuals and groups with volunteer
opportunities that make a meaningful, rewarding change in the Portland area. Build a
house. Tutor a child. Care for abandoned pets. Build hiking trails. Lead a volunteer
group. Join a nonprofit Board.
Whether you are working, parenting, in school or retired, Hands On Greater Portland
offers you a variety of ways to get involved while meeting your schedule and
interests. Volunteer for a one-time project. Volunteer for a few weeks. Volunteer after
work or on the weekends. Volunteer alone, with family, friends or co-workers. Get
connected. Get more done. Have fun. You might even change the world.
To learn more about the program, click here.

GPSEN Fellowships, Internships, and Volunteering

There are many ways to sets to get involved in GPSEN! Consider becoming a
fellow, intern, volunteer, committee or working group member to make a difference.
Our new GPSEN Fellows position offers a great opportunity for individuals with
particular research interests and skills to dig deeper into sustainability issues, in
addition to serving in a valuable advisory role. Credit and non-credit opportunities
are available for internships.

Grants & Resources
Grant: Community College Green Genome Award
September 9 at 2:00 pm (Application Deadline)
The American Association of Community Colleges (AACC), through its Sustainability
Education & Economic Development (SEED) Center, will select five winning
community colleges for their exemplary work to promote sustainability education.
The winning colleges will each receive a $10,000 cash prize.
As part of a national effort to support sustainability practices, programs and training
at the nation’s more than 1,100 community colleges, the American Association of
Community Colleges (AACC) awards cash prizes to exemplary community colleges
for their sustainability education initiatives through their SEED Center initiative. The
Green Genome Awards are based on the SEED Center’s publication, "The
Community College Green Genome Framework: Integrating Sustainability and Clean
Technology Workforce Development into the Institution’s DNA," which lays out the
types of characteristics that we are looking for in the winners. This free tool for
colleges details the Green Genome framework for self-assessment, pathways to
success and offers profiles of previous winning colleges. The framework was
developed through extensive review of existing college programs by a national
advisory panel made up of senior leaders at the U.S. Department of Energy, industry
professionals, national associations and over 50 community colleges.
For more information click here.

Award: Force of Nature
September 22 (Application Deadline)

The Force of Nature Awards recognize and applaud outstanding efforts to advance a
robust, regionwide network of interconnected parks, trails and natural areas, along
with the connection of our residents to special places. We believe it's so very
important to take the time to celebrate and bring attention to the inspired work being
done by Intertwine Alliance partners throughout the region.
This year's awards will be made in the following categories:

Outstanding Organizational Achievement and/or Special Project – Large
organization
Outstanding Organizational Achievement and/or Special Project – Small/midsize organization
Outstanding Young Professional
Equity and the Environment
Lifetime Achievement
Who comes to mind for you? Please don't hesitate to nominate them today! For more
information click here.

Resource: NAAEE Free Climate Change Teacher Guides
The North American Association for Environmental
Education (NAAEE) has launched a new program in
partnership with the Kettering Foundation. The
Environmental Issues Forums (EIF) provides tools,
training, and support for engaging adults and
students in meaningful, productive discussions
about sticky issues that affect the environment and
communities. These teacher's guides provide an
introduction to the Environmental Issues Forums
(EIF) guide, Climate Choices: How should we meet
the challenges of a warming planet? Using Climate
Choices offers an opportunity for teachers and
students to use a deliberative process to consider climate change choices. This
resource provides background information on deliberation, how to use Climate
Choices in the classroom, and material to help teachers moderate a forum with
students. It also includes resources on teaching about climate change.
Click here to download the middle school guide.
Click here to download the high school guide.
For more information about about NAAEE's Environmental Issues Forums (EIF), visit
their website.

The Outdoor Stories Project
Our friends at the Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition are launching The Outdoor
Stories Project — a growing collection of personal and powerful memories from
Oregonians of all backgrounds and ages. Whether these narratives tell of personal
transformation, the chance to lead others, receiving safe refuge or a kind voice when
needed most, discovering our unique Oregon heritage with their own two (muddy!)
hands, or the timeless tradition of singing songs while bonding around the campfire,
they all share how outdoor educational experiences changed people’s lives in
positive and often substantial ways.
Visit OutdoorStoriesProject.com now to read their first set of stories. We’ll debut new
memories every few days, so please bookmark the site, come back often, and share

with others!

Environmental Education and Community Stewardship
Report
This newly released report is a synthesis of the foremost thinking on how
environmental education can lead to conservation objectives through community
stewardship. It compiles the best available research and was guided by interviews
of leading experts. Designed to advise the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation on
their conservation education grant making, yet written as a comprehensive piece, the
report can be useful across the field; it can guide environmental education investors,
help practitioners improve their program design, and give evidence to program
directors that what they are doing will lead to change at a landscape scale. While the
research connecting environmental education to conservation outcomes is still
emerging, the most important lesson outlined here is to be intentional in program
design so that programs are based on the leading research, evidence, and practices.
This report provides that much needed synthesis and analysis in one document.

#Teach4Climate Social Media Campaign
This coordinated social media effort is a commitment to education, engagement, and
lifting up innovative and effective climate change education resources and
opportunities. In order to create a powerful presence during this next school year, we
need your help! This toolkit provides you with all the information you need to engage
in the #Teach4Climate social media campaign, and equips you with a list of
important climate education initiatives taking place in the nation and beyond during
the 2016-2017 school year. This google document will be kept up to date throughout
the campaign, so don’t forget to check back!

NOAA Climate Explorer
NOAA's newly updated Climate Explorer offers downloadable maps, graphs, and
data tables of observed and projected temperature, precipitation and related climate
variables dating back to 1950 and out to 2100 for every county in the contiguous
United States. Built to accompany the U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit, the Climate
Explorer helps community leaders, business owners, municipal planners, and utility
and resource managers understand how environmental conditions may change over
the next several decades.
For more information about the new version of Climate Explorer, click here.

This Changes Everything Study Guide & Lesson Plan
Whether teachers in the US would be comfortable using this in classrooms remains
to be seen given the political/activist focus of this curriculum, but for some students
this will be just what they need to tackle the climate challenge. A free guide is now
available for the Naomi Klein book and film, "This Changes Everything," targeted at
grades 9-12. Its aim is to help look critically at the idea of how our economic
system’s push for continual growth impacts both the environment and quality of life
for all people.

The study guide includes a lesson plan, handouts, excerpts from Klein's book, video
clips, and resources. For more information, click here.

Oregon Educator Network (OEN)
Thanks to the Oregon Department of Education, educators across the state can
have free access to resources. The Oregon Educator Network
(OEN) provides resources and conversation tools that are helpful in a variety of
ways, including providing access to our PSS Environmental Education group within
OEN.
For more information, check out their website: http://www.oregonednet.org

AACC SEED Center
The Sustainability Education & Economic Development (SEED) Center is a
leadership initiative of the American Association of Community Colleges that
provides strategic guidance and resources for community colleges to support
programs that educate America’s 21st century workforce to meet the changing
demands of the clean economy. For more details and resources, check out the
SEED Center website.

AASHE's Campus Sustainability Hub
The Campus Sustainability Hub is an online resource library that allows AASHE
members to connect, share and learn about sustainability in higher education. The
Hub is designed to raise the visibility of institutions' sustainability programs and
materials, and to facilitate information sharing between campuses and
organizations. Users can submit resources to share information on their programs
and achievements. Please see our Submission Guidelines to learn more.

Share your news with the GPSEN community via our submission form.
If you have questions, please email: contact@gpsen.org.
Check out our website to become a partner, get involved,
or find out more information about GPSEN.

For the most current news and resources, connect with GPSEN via the social media links below.

Facebook

Twitter
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